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                                                                                  Accra, Monday August 10th, 2020. 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

THE LEGAL KNEEJERK IN GES’ SANCTIONS 
 
The Voice of African Youth for Good Governance has observed with great concern the heightening 
rate of indiscipline and decadence among our senior high school students during the ongoing West 
Africa Senior School Certificate Examination. The decadence has struck the chords of various citizens 
of our beloved nation after videos circulating on social media showed instances of violence and 
destruction of school properties, invectives directed at the President, cases of assault with battery 
among others by these senior high school students primarily because these young men and women 
assert that the government’s supply of past questions which were meant to guide them to 
approaching questions in a measured form threw their expectations off balance since they 
anticipated similar questions in their Integrated Science paper, a claim that remains lousy and lame 
from these students. 
 
Every educational system aims at building cognitive skills and competencies employing drills and a 
pattern of training including but not limited to patronage to academic class sessions, research, 
exhaustion of chief examiners’ reports, solving past questions and intensive group studies 
wherefore after completion of a specific academic programme, a student is required to wield skills 
that encompass moral fortitude, cognitive capacity, eloquent skills, and creative aptitude which are 
key to the growth of every nation therefore it is worrying that these students who have undergone 
this pattern of rigorous intellectual training can put forth such a claim as their defence, and it 
becomes even more worrying that in subsequent times, some of these students may take lead roles 
in our society which definitely is not a good signal for the socio economic development of our 
country and must be a cause of worry to all and sundry. 
 
Given the aforesaid, the Ghana Education Service also issued a statement which contained string of 
sanctions to the students identified in the video for various offences, and it is instructive to note that 
the various sanctions contained in the statement of the Ghana Education Service were quite harsh 
and defeats a lot of legal patterns instituted to bring conformity to the matter. Whilst we do not 
condone to the acts demonstrated by the senior high school students, it is noteworthy that a fair 
legal process is instituted to sanction these young men and women howbeit, the Ghana Education 
Service is responsible for the implementation of approved national pre-tertiary educational policies 
and programmes to ensure that all Ghanaian children of school going age regardless of tribe, gender, 
disability, religious and political affiliations are provided with inclusive and equitable quality formal 
education therefore, it is instructive to note that the Ghana Education Service is acting beyond the 
remit of its mandate to issue sanctions to the students since these students are tied to a contractual 
relationship with the West African Examinations Council in that, they are regulated by the  
embodiments that identify the West African Examination Council and its code of conduct wherefore 
these students are required to act in that regard. 
 
Further, it is noteworthy that whereas the videos may constitute a prima facie evidence, it cannot be 
sufficient grounds to grind a matter of sanction against these students because Article 19, Clause 2 
(c) which is the constitutional bedrock for the presumption of innocence permits that whilst the 
students had been charged for various offences, they are presumed innocent and taken through a 
legal cycle that allows them to put in a hearing or a defence to complement their actions in the 
videos or to beat against it, that notwithstanding, Article 23 entreats all administrative bodies and 
administrative officials to act fairly and reasonably and comply with the requirements imposed on 
them by law therefore it is imperative for a tribunal or committee to be instituted to allow these 
culpable students to file in a hearing via a lawyer or in persona before finality is brought on the 
matter.  
 
Nonetheless, the statement issued by the Ghana Education Service appears to fall on the face of 
ultra vires because, the various schools have laws that embody them and it is important that these 
schools will rather institute independent disciplinary committees to appropriately sanction the 
students after the students have been found culpable in tandem to the regulations that embody the 
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schools after hearing. It is trite law that the principle of natural justice (audi alteram partem) is an 
important legal principle that sustains a conviction or acquittal of an individual in any legal matter in 
so far that the said individual is presumed innocent and given an opportunity for a hearing till the 
said individual pleads guilty to the crime, it will be prudent for the Ghana Education Service to rather 
direct these schools to institute independent committees in the various schools where these 
offences were committed to hear these young men and women found engaging in different stretch 
of offences to file a hearing, and upon the face of their defences or hearing, a sanction is applied 
according to the laws of the school.  
 
The Ghana Education Service must be guided accordingly in the decision it has taken to bar these 
students from further undertaking the examinations especially also in the famous case of Awuni vs 
WAEC wherein the Council was directed to publish results of students whose results were cancelled 
for allegedly engaging in malpractices by the Supreme Court for insufficient evidences to sustain the 
sanction meted out to the students and in this given instance, these students were not caught in 
flagrant contravention of Section 6 of the West African Examinations Council Act, 2006 (Act 790) 
rather they had expressed claims of disappointment on the nature of questions in the Integrated 
Science paper which culminated in the various forms of crime including destruction of properties, 
assault with battery and violence. The claims of these students hold no tenability in any legal 
discourse to further sanctions against them rather it is incumbent on the schools to mete out 
sanctions per their regulations, and not the Ghana Education Service. 
 
Whilst at it, the Ghana Education Service must understand also that these sanctions should rather 
create an opportunity for students to soberly reflect on their ills and proffer an unqualified apology 
and a display of a remorseful attitude that reform their logic and reasoning towards acts that are 
unacceptable in our society but not to suddenly shut the doors of their education on their faces 
wherewith they may eventually become a liability hanging around the neck of society and as such, a 
conversation may emerge on how to deal with these prospective misfits.  
 
Our firm stance is buried on the fact that the schools being independent entities are allowed to 
launch a thorough investigation exercise to ascertain the acts and offer an opportunity for these 
students to file in their defences and hear them duly on the actions they were found to have 
engaged in in the videos circulating on social media as to whether they may plead guilty or otherwise 
lest, the disciplinary measure of the Ghana Education Service to these students lacks enough legal 
merit and stance that may survive in the event of a redress in any court of competent jurisdiction by 
the aggrieved parties.  
 
Service to GOD and country. 
 
A CHECK ON GOVERNANCE WITH INTEGRITY 
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