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                                                                             Accra, Monday September 21, 2020. 
 
 
 

THE IVORIAN ELECTIONS – THE PROBABILITES AND CERTAINTIES PART 1 
 
The Voice of African Youth for Good Governance has observed with great concern the heightening 
rate of tension brewing in neighbouring Ivory Coast in the buildup to its General Elections slated to 

come off on the 31st day of October, 2020. 
 
On the back of the buildup to the elections, a lot of issues have emerged worthy of dissection to 
conclude on the probabilities that will encapsulate the nature of the elections yet to come off in 
Ivory Coast. Given the setting we find ourselves, the revolvers around the manner of decisions taken 
by an African politico is vague unlike other nations where there is a structured system and criteria to 
direct the decisions and actions made by a politico. Alassane Ouattara held the stakes so high to 
front a transition characterised in such political tranquility, an event that could have nailed him on 
the hearts and memories of many Ivorian including the annals of its political history and of course, 
monitors and observers could have freely evaluated the events that will characterise the elections 
without a second of worry of risk or danger to their lives during the day of elections alongside an 
analysis of Ouattara’s pedigree during his two consecutive terms in office to herald a successor. 
 
Most definitely, the political world would have sent in strings of well wishes and lavished voluminous 
praise on Ouattara for his exceptional show of leadership for a peaceful transition and highlighted 
his positives in consolidating the gains of the Ivorian democracy as well as the valuables handed to a 
country rebuilding its democratic structures after years of political crises and tensions and the major 
milestones yet to be fulfilled. 
 
As a statesman, Ouattara would have also fronted the structures of consolidating the gains of 
infantile democratic systems especially in Africa with his counsel fizzled out to give a clear cut 
direction in the fight against the abuse of power, climate change and continental mediation efforts in 
the bonded spirit of structuring a world bereft of violence, abuse of power, bad governance and a 
firm respect for rights and freedoms however, Ouattara’s decision to run for a third consecutive 
term has turned Ivory Coast into a brewing fireball waiting to explode. This decision emanated after 
Amadou Gon Coulibaly, his prime minister and chosen successor under the umbrella of the Rally of 
Houphouetists for Democracy and Peace succumbed to Coronavirus on July 8. It is certain that 
electoral monitors and observers are keenly worried that this decision by Alassane Ouattare will 
stoke the intensity of the fireball of resurgence that is brewing in brimstone to damage the years of 
tranquility and security that had enveloped Ivory Coast after Gbagbo was nicked off his pants by the 
French army for taking a similar path Ouattara has declared to tread on. 
 
The constitutionality and legality has morphed in squares of heated debates between the political 
commentators, the opposition party, observers, constitutional lawyers and the electorates against 
members of the RDHP who traditionally will lend their support to this derelict decision which holds 
the prospects of throwing the peace and security of Ivory Coast into threads of violence meanwhile 
some members of the RDHP have assured that just like it happened with Abdoulaye Wade in 2012 
wherein he stepped down after he lost on his third attempt, same will take effect if Alassane 
Ouattara loses but the big question that lingers on in the minds of many is that, will Ivory Coast ever 
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remain the same with such political tranquil and serenity to complement their economic, social and 
political gains after Ouattara emerges victorious in the polls? 
 
Howbeit, the candidature of Ouattara has smeared in the faces of Ivorians in a manner that strikes a 
chord of daringness after an announcement was made on August 6, on the eve of the country’s 
holiday which is also eponymous to the absolute control of everything with an aura of an invitation 
of a reluctant input and a certain ambiguity between the party and state. After a blanche of protests 
which led to the death of 10 people on August 13, Ouattara placed an embargo on any form of public 
assembly through 15 September. 2020. 
 

THE PURVIEW:  
When Ouattara came into office in April 2011 after the country had muddied in 20 years of political 
struggle, the expectations of the political community were peaked. His honourable pedigree with 
the International Monetary Fund and the Central Bank of West Africa was quite refreshing. Mr. 
Ouattara held the forte so well in his first term in office when he strongly benefitted from a strong 
political bloc, a virtually non-existent opposition and the backing of foreign partners, Ouattara 
endeavoured to get the economy on track and to restore security after years of electoral and 
political turmoil. 
 
During his first term, he ensured that a dilapidated Ivory Coast regained significant access to 
international markets which culminated into the financing of major projects coupled with the 
implementation of strong public finance management policies moreover, based on these results, 
Ouattara easily secured a second bid in his attempt to lead the lines as Ivorian President in 2015. 
During this period, the front theme “The New Ivory Coast” was a major pivot in his campaign thus, 
promising to focus his efforts on transforming the economy, shaping and improving the lives of 
young people and women, fighting corruption and deepening reconciliation measures for a united 
Ivory Coast albeit, the first year of his second term was committed to implementing a new 
constitution, which culminated into renewed political tensions whilst the year 2017 was marked by 
army mutinies, civil servant strikes, a cocoa sector crisis and tensions within the ruling RHDP 
coalition. These problems chronicled some of the shortcomings in the leadership of President 
Ouattara. 
 
Given this period, Ouattara structured his crisis recovery strategy around an almost cryptic belief in 
the revolving power and strength of the neoliberal economy but this grounded belief has shown 
limitations whereas triumphant rhetoric about economic performance and analysis varies with the 
re-emergence of untouched problems and the vehement detachment of political corruption. In a 
nation where the expectations of quality standards of living keeps beaming and growing therefore it 
is evident that the masses will continue to show a stiff bend to socio-political and economic 
imbalances. In a much more contradictory situation, the political coalition he structured is gradually 
succumbing to the political whirlwind after Party of Cote d;Ivoire’s Konan Bedie was the first 
character to dissociate himself which was followed by a series of high ranking figures that had once 
upon a time pledged allegiance to Mr. Ouattara including Guillaume Soro, Marcel Tanoh, Ismaili 
Dugbarte,Daniel Kablan Duncan who resigned from his post as Veep. 
 
Mr. Ouattara had to rely heavily rely on his circles, Ouattara gradually turned his role after seeing out 
roles as party leader whilst using a colloquial method to send his views across strongly. In the past 
few years, the PDCI officials and people connected to Soro have been taken off their positions in the 
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hierarchy of roles. The imposition of convictions hanging around Charles Ble Goude, Soro and former 
president, Laurent Gbagbo have reinvented the violence wheels with an aura of belief that justice 
under Ouattara is imbalanced with the judiciary consistently accused of being under the direction of 
Ouattara. It is just evident that Ouattara’s desire to hang on to power is a do-or-die affair and it is 
worrying of his governance style and the rippling effects it may have on the nation of Ivory Coast 
because, you hold to yourself significant dangers when political power is critical for access to several 
economic opportunities. Political frontliners are prepared to go any extent to stay in power for such 
long years because it is has become a new normal in most African countries.  
 
In Ivory Coast, this behaviour demonstrated by Mr. Ouattara is not new and not exclusive to him but 
it is sad that given his pedigree and the promise to birth a new Ivory Coast, he could not rectify this 
anomaly and proudly follows in such tangent besides, the political intrigues have drowned policies to 
square off poverty, infrastructure, high living standards et al because it is an atmosphere 
characterised by high political villain tactics in the buildup to the elections.  
 
This year’s election is wrought in danger which flashes the world back to events that happened 
during Gbagbo’s time. 

 
 
 
 
Service to GOD and Africa. 
 
A CHECK ON GOVERNANCE WITH INTEGRITY 
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