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THE MALIAN DEMOCRATIC ENTERPRISE  

 
In a summer of an upheaval which toppled the constitutionally elected government on August 18, 
many Malian citizens were seen on the streets with a stalk of celebrations indicative of the fact that 
most of these citizens have been unhappy with the sweep of policies that had encompassed their 
living within Malian territories whilst, unsurprisingly the opposition had fully thrown its weight 
behind the coup d’etat. Moreover, the impression from this wild jubilation was eponymous of a bleak 
stricken democratic situation that hounds the fundamentals of constitutionality, freedom of speech, 
free and fair elections, a healthy opposition, rule of law, transparent account of public funds, among 
others but whilst some may indicate that it is a charade, others may further an argument of a 
prevaricated situation. 
 
Recent statistics has indicated that Malians have a firm in belief in the rule of law with a majority 
asserting unwavering hope in the tenets of democratic governance and a strong disdain to any form 
of military rule. Malians have expressed their strongest inclination to an actionable government and 
a system that fairly accounts to its citizens wherein most hold the former and the latter on the same 
balance however, throughout the paths of history, military governments do not deliver the 
assurances for which reason they usurp the civilian governments rather, they wield far worst records 
on abuse of human rights and freedoms, embezzlement of funds, unfair public accountability and a 
system of dictatorship that wholly destroys the foundations of democracy but of course, the flashes 
of Zimbabwe 2017 signals to us the instant fulfillment before reneging to deliver efficient governing 
outcomes overtime. 
 
For a period, Mali, like many other African countries has been a victim of a huge disconnect between 
the essentials of the citizens and the political aristocrats. The global community in its attempt to 
salvage the situation have rather shot the fragile points which needs a delicate attention and care by 
widening the existing chasm, a huge oblivion is placed on the political dysfunction which favours a 
narrow meaning of security concerns and by masquerading that a hollow Bamako-centric political 
processes could connect the urgent needs of governance.  
 
The progress of Mali needs political will from both Malian and international actors to outsmart the 
old chords and symphony that binds not only a stronger foundation of political representation and 
legitimacy but also, the required political will must be functional and actionable to further this 
objective alongside a motivation to strengthen gaps in capacities that directly affect the needs of the 
people and their expectations. It is quite daunting that whilst the frontiers of the Malian democracy 
require drivers who are well abreast with the systems and structures that could play a pivotal role in 
demonstrating efficiency at all angles including its leadership, governance, policy making and 
strategic inclusion to front this agenda where a space should be provided for the diplomatic partners 
of Mali to add value to this project. 
 
Most countries including France and the United States particularly aver that this sweeping situation 
is a coordinative endeavour but not a deferential one to other international actors, and a firm 
knowledge of Mali’s political crisis has an inside logic that is bruised but cannot be restored by the 
dynamics of regional bodies within the global community. Otherwise, a Malian strategy which is 
premised on assisting the progress of politics must be grasped as an important factor of any of the 
Sahelian stability strategy, and diplomatic competencies and resources that will require the same 
assistance within the foreign policy community that counterterrorism has enjoyed.  
 
Whilst this remains the second coup since 2012, the country has spiraled into a multi-layered crisis 
that persists till date, the main actors of the coup have tagged it a popular insurrection but the most 
fundamental point when a coup is staged is that it marks a grave abstinence from the well-defined 
role of the military in governance. The army is designed to use coercive violence to attain political 
aims and goals in its direct support to structuring a democratic government nonetheless, this means 
defending the country from intruders and raiders. The system of an inside military organization 
requires the use of force which is almost inversely proportional to the rippling effects of a 
breakdown in democracy. Deploying the military to counter peaceful assemblies just like it happened 
in the United States is an affront of democratic principles by both military and political actors. In 
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Mali’s case, the army officers concluded that an instant change in its political terrain was more 
required than the constitutional order and that they could alternate the formulated rules for 
governance on account of their ability to unleash brute and violence. 
 
It is noteworthy that as tempting as it is to exculpate the lead Malian army officers in this coup and 
to endorse an opted revolution that rubber stamps the desires of the masses. In times past, there 
had been wild demonstrations against Keita and his cabinet who made a pile stock of shoddy 
decisions with an underperforming trend. Some of which include the very complex political, 
economic and social problems Keita inherited but a revolution is a label of poor governance which 
does not promise any solution in the short, medium and long terms. Even though the Keita 
government had a bunken stalk of deficiencies that ate deep into its affairs but of course, it needed 
to address public denigrations hurled at them in a sensational fashion which could have led to the 
resignation of Keita. There was the need for a peaceful and mutual public assembly to apply the 
fiercest voices and brains to make this happen entirely and indeed the composition of participation in 
a popular fashion was key in the democratic processes however, the unleashing of a military system 
to usurp the democratically elected government was a big footer of the principles that embodies 
democracy.  
 
Even after regional mediators failed to find options that came close to meeting the popular 
demands, there were still factors available to civilian resistors and stark military officers, the M5-RFP 
movement, there could have been serene peaceful assemblies that could force the external political 
agents and the government back to the roller tables with a huge deficiency at play. For army officers 
who could not have tolerated the wide political imbalances could have stepped down, voiced their 
concerns and join the protest assemblies albeit, there was no certainty Keita would have vacated his 
role or if perchance, some of the known figures leading the protests would be immune from reprisal 
attacks however, initiating a coup was indicative of the fact that these officers had accepted the 
rippling effects their actions would come with. A resignation on the grounds of principle reinforces 
the responsibilities of its citizens and army officers and shoves off the suspicion of a personal 
ambition that typically accompanies a coup.  
 
The lead role of the army has brought some deterioration to the foundations of the Malian 
democracy since in a democratic dispensation, the key actors being statutory civic institutions are 
tasked with the roles of voicing against any form of tyranny and intimidation that poses detrimental 
to the growth and sustenance of democracy besides, the overwhelming acceptance of the army’s 
takeover which is widely accepted even among the opposition party is rugged punch in the face of 
the democratic principles howbeit, the probability could be a thin desire to see the springing forth of 
a positive action from a condemnable action, the consequences do not outweigh the benefits. Whilst 
at that, a huge flash is the rippling effects the 2012 coup brought on the nation Mali which prompted 
quick intervention from the global community to bar against any escalations and most definitely this 
situation clads itself in the frolic of harmlessness with the aim of to cause complex political, 
economic and social challenges. 
 
To further consolidate the points raised here, just imagine that Mali’s army remains at the helm of 
affairs for a year, and during which that year they front an aggressive plan to their aim of fighting 
corruption for the accountability of the assets of citizens. It may evolve to rely on force and 
extrajudicial approaches that the public desists. At this time, when citizens attempt to organize and 
take to streets, army leaders see it as a detriment to public order and their exaggerated power clout 
to stop these protests. In a situation where the absence of a constitutional democratic governance, 
Malians will have lesser alternatives for recourse and may have to rely on external assistance to 
prevent bar against these abuses and reaffirm civilian mandate over the army. 
 
Beyond the territories of Mali, in an environment squaring off political, security, judicial, economic 
and environmental difficulties, a new cycle of an army intervention in politics could have rippling 
consequences. For much of the past five years, West Africa made strides as a region with powerful 
youth-driven social movements and a bloc ready to defend the norm of democracy. In the year 2019, 
there was a situational analysis report on the decline of democratic tenets and Mali bore the stakes 
in such an unconvincing rating but whilst several other sub-Saharan countries are yet to go to the 
polls amid complexities and the pangs of the coronavirus, contraction of economies and threats of 
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security in the sub-region. 
 
There shall certainly be an instance where civilian and political actors shall take shortcuts to political 
changes and windfalls. As partners and leaders in the struggle to immune democracy, we should 
resist the urge to quash the foundations of our democracy. 
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