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THE IVORIAN ELECTIONS – THE PROBABILITES AND CERTAINTIES PART 2 
 
 Whilst there is no known record that suggests that there is a connection between Ivorian President 
Alassane Ouattara and his predecessor, Laurent Gbagbo but some cryptic reports are rife that they 
are connected strongly behind closed doors with a series of tete-a-tete and negotiations however, 
one other source indicates that Ouattara has elicited the support of Mahamadou Issoufou to relay a 
message to Luarent Gbagbo in exchange for the latter’s neutrality through the end of the elections 
slated to come off on October 31 moreover, Ouattara is ready to grant pardon to Gbagbo in the case 
involving the latter found guilty of pocketing public funds from the Central Bank of West African 
States whilst Laurent Gbagbo denies any wrongdoing. It is noteworthy that in the interim, Gbagbo 
has not given a clear answer to the offer made however, it is obvious that given Gbagbo’s resilience, 
he will not accept such an offer. The former leader who is still standing trials on the charges of 
crimes against humanity, illegal appropriation of arms and misappropriation of funds had requested 
to return to Ivory Coast to file his candidacy to contest the elections but whilst he does not remain 
oblivious of the fact that the constitutional court shall shoot down his presidential bid due to his 
conviction in Ivorian courts, he has become heavily engaged in a creating a coalition with Henri 
Konan Bedie. 
 
Even though Issoufou Bedie who remains a connected associate to both Ivorian leaders with 
Ouattara a strong counterpart and Gbagbo, a fellow member of the Socialist International political 
organization, he is bent on covering the loopholes in preventing another upsurge moreover, other 
diplomats have reached out to Gbagbo and Ouattara in recent times. It was a refreshing moment 
when Prime Minister Hamed Bakayoko tried to negotiate a conciliatory deal to include Nady Bamba, 
Gbagbo’s second wife. Before Coulibaly’s demise on July 8, the ex-Ivorian leader had been strongly 
working to enable his return to Ivory Coast to pursue his presidential ambitions though it remains 
vague. 
 
The most dramatic event was the return of Guillaume Soro’s from exile at the tail end of December 
whilst former prime minister Guilluame Soro has been the shoot target of an international arrest 
warrant for trying to challenge the authority of the state, misappropriation of public funds, money 
laundering, bribery and corruption and receipt of stolen goods.  It became even more obvious that 
Soro could not have evaded arrest after an audio circulated where in the audio he was heard plotting 
an insurrection and then intends to list his supporters in the military and even further asserted that 
his supporters are always at his behest to keep the wheels moving on his presidential bid. 
 
The swirling of speculations of his villa purchased was grounded on the belief that he had purchased 
it with government money together with the weapons confiscated in his apartment which he owns 
in Abidjan and others in Assinie albeit, the charges against Soro are quite huge since this is not the 
first time such a stain had been connected to his political career with series of speculations and 
suspicions on his activities. Besides, he is known to cleverly fend off any threat of conflict with his 
military might to hit back at any opponent. He has a clout to denounce the government machinery 
for its interference in judicial matters to bar him against contesting in the Presidential elections 
slated to come off in October, of which he asserts to be the at the forefront in public polls, 
perception polls et al. The revolvers around the political conversation in Ivory Coast looks pitch 
gloom. 
 
What is panning out is the unending series of political pride and might marshalled by the various 
political figures who command a significant support base from the country’s corners. Ouattara, the 
sitting President with Gbagbo, a former President together with Konan who have had a turf of tango 
since 1990. In the year 2002, Soro also ushered himself in the worthless brawl which is thought out to 
be an amazingly brutish fight to the death marked by grounded hatred which is fueled by fear, 
betrayal within the inner circles of these political characters. Though the general outlook seems to 
suggest conciliatory measures and a fair, transparent and democratic system but it comes across as a 
metaphorical cliché wrought and built on nothingness to achieve cheap political points to convey a 
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picture of the desire for peace by these political figures yet within the depths of their hearts, they 
desire nothing. 
 
It is an intricate task to grasp exactly the matters that ensue in the inner circles of these political 
characters in their quest to ensure fair elections which is a component of proper governance and fair 
democratic systems however, the certainty is on the pedestal that Alassane Ouattara will run for a 
third term. The Ivorian electorate will direct their attention towards Ouattara but whilst he come up 
against Bedie and the PDC, the sphinx of Daoukro will want to avenge its ills at all costs and all signs 
point that he may contest. Soro, who has travelled too far to turn his back will do everything in his 
power to shove off Ouattara’s plans but the situation is a dicey one. Whilst he is in exile, he may be 
bereft of funds and resources to further this cause and as such maybe reduced to a role of a 
supporter. Meanwhile, Laurent Gbagbo who detests Bedie as much as he does to Soro also 
anticipates of returning home and relaunching his political will, even if it does not take the form of 
his direct participation in the October elections. Who knows? he may be tempted to direct his 
energies and resources to Ouattara since Ouattara holds the role of president to lift the embargo 
placed on him to return to the country to make real his presidential dreams. 
 
Ivory Coast is on the edge on bicycling off the security and tranquil atmosphere it has enjoyed the 
past years given the brewing tensions and that will lead to taking the people of Ivory Coast on 
hostage. The political class amass power and unleash it in a way that strikes the inner chords of fear 
because these leaders refuse to flash their minds back to the horror that has struck the country once 
upon a time and as it stands now, the people of Ivory Coast stand in a ditch which requires a stronger 
hand to put them off the jaws of these senseless and power drunk leaders. 
 
Definitely this revolver was expected when Alassane Ouattara paid a visit to Emmanuel Macron in 
France when the French President raised concerns about the brewing tensions gradually 
encapsulating the atmosphere given his decision to run for a third term and it was evident that this 
concerns raised by Macron never sat well Ouattara. The French President noted with concern that 
the events that chronicled Gbagbo’s era were gradually appearing in the face of the skies in the 
socio-political and economic events in Ivory Coast besides, the French President also suggested that 
the elections are postponed to allow some soothing aura to envelop events in Ivory Coast coupled 
with the fact that 10 people also lost their lives in demonstrations that resulted into violence clashes 
and scuffles. In the thick of affairs, the suggestion made was that Ouattara should not only 
reconsider his decision to run for a third consecutive time but allow such spaces for Bedie and 
Gbagbo to step down peacefully. This postponement will allow a dialogue between the two main 
opponents to find a successor to bear the “New Ivory Coast” initially promised but Alassane 
Ouattara flatly refused this offer. 
 
Even though Ouattara maintained his stance and reminded Macron that Coulibaly had died and 
indeed he was the perfect heir apparent after he had exited office but it was unfortunate he passed 
on so quickly therefore he felt he was the only person perfect enough to bear the torch of the “New 
Ivory Coast” promised. However, the reminder from Macron that fell on the notice of Ouattara was a 
major electoral violence that may engulf the nation if gestures of appeasement were not made 
before the elections besides, the return of Laurent Gbagbo was overtly discussed matter with an 
insistence on the organization of capacities of the ex-Ivorian leader and the urgency to reach out 
conciliation with him pre-election but Ouattara showed his readiness to reach out conciliatory 
measures if re-elected and would facilitate the return of Gbagbo and potential release of allies of 
Soro incarcerated in Abidjan. 
 
The legal interpretations are drawn aside and jurists are divided with scores of legal interpretation 
that vary from each other, throwing the setup of the Ivorian democracy in disarray. The die had been 
cast and the only way to move the die a possible inch is to tinker with the provisions of the 
constitution to remain in power either through a plebiscite or referendum or a gagged, rubber-stamp 
or frightened parliament.  It is important for Ivorians and Africans to see the veracity of threat to its 
democracy and react immediately before we are invited into the realm of events that took place 
during Gbagbo’s time because, Outtara’s candidacy is an affront on the fiduciary role vested in him 
by the good people of Ivory Coast and as such he cannot tinker with it since this is not a sign of 
goodwill and a firm legacy to structure the peace, security and democracy of the nation of Ivory 
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Coast. 
 
It is now needful to throw caution of these so-called constitutional experts not to allow the poles to 
shift in the quest of another power drunken ambitions of an individual. The evidence is that the 
removal of the age limit in the Ivorian constitution which permits Bedie who is aged 86 to contest for 
presidential elections. The denial of Ivorian democracy and the destruction of any prospects that 
have been nailed in many African countries anaesthetized by an oligarchy that knows no 
counterweight, no soul or healthy contest. The situation in Ivory Coast is a worrying one that will 
give rise to lawlessness or the lack of change in power and the norm in public living.  
 
 
 
 
Service to GOD and Africa. 
 
A CHECK ON GOVERNANCE WITH INTEGRITY 
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