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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
THE POCKET LEADERSHIP IN NIGERIA  

 
There is a brewing situation that appears to have drawn itself into the fold of our Nigerian  brethren, 
a country that holds under its sleeves many priceless resources beneficial to the economic cause of 
the African continent nonetheless, Nigeria is known for its massive contribution to the socio-
economic development of Africa especially when it has created a clout of a market base that plays a 
pivotal role in most countries on the African continent however it is very unfortunate that the 
decision to incept the Special Anti-Robbery Squad has culminated into travesty and genocidal killings 
of its own citizens for protesting the role of this body dubbed “SARS” in several matters of human 
rights abuse. Many innocent people have lost their lives due to this inhumane approach by this body 
and it is just amazing how the brutalities continue unabated in many parts of Nigeria. 

The happenings are just so dire to the disregard of human rights including but not limited to the 
removal of CCTV and the deployment of heavily armed soldiers and riotous police officers to open 
live bullets on innocent and unarmed protesters. Whilst at it, these hoodlums switched off lights and 
continued shooting with the escalation of coordinated attacks on peaceful #ENDSARS in Abuja, Edo, 
Lagos and other parts of Nigeria by armed thugs and other criminal element which gave credence to 
the desperation of the federal and state governments to use every conceivable, primitive, unlawful 
and extra judicial means to discredit and scuttle the genuine agitations of aggrieved protesters.

Predictably, recent attacks on police stations in Edo and Lagos states have been cited by governors 
for these states as a basis for imposing questionable curfews and indeed, one can reasonably infer 

Predictably, recent attacks on police stations in Edo and Lagos States have been cited by governors 
of these States as a basis for imposing questionable curfews. One can reasonably infer, that these 
attacks are ostensibly sponsored by persons who are sympathetic to the government, as part of an 
orchestrated plot to unleash the military on protesters to truncate the nationwide movement for 
police reform and good governance. 

From the start of the nation-wide protests, about two dozen peaceful protesters have been murdered 
by security officers and murderous thugs actively aided and abetted by law enforcement agencies and 
state actors in different parts of the country. The social media is dominated by videos and photos 
showing armed thugs and riotous mobs unleashing mayhem, burning and destroying properties 
belonging to protesters and other Nigerians. These criminal actions are not happening in isolation. 

Generally, protesters have remained peaceful and law abiding despite the provocations. Protesters 
have been working to restore law and sanity as part of their civic responsibility. We have seen 
protesters offering food and water to police officers. We have seen protesters clearing the streets of 
dirt. These same protesters have volunteered to control the flow of traffic in Lagos and other parts of 
the country. 

It is unacceptable that the Nigerian Police Commission has not arrested the thugs and their sponsors 
who are committing murder, arson and other criminal activities. Rather, we have seen pictorial 
evidence of thugs being conveyed in police vehicles. This can only mean that the government and the 
thugs are in sync. It is therefore offensive, hypocritical and deceitful for a government that has been 
complicit in the attacks on peaceful protesters to rely on acts of violence perpetuated by thugs and 
other criminal elements who are working to disrupt the protests for the benefit of the same 
government, as a justification for more state-sanctioned violence. 
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We, VOAYGG International deprecate these despicable attacks on the fundamental rights of citizens 
to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly as guaranteed by Sections 39 and 40 of the Nigerian 
Constitution, respectively. It is important for the Nigerian Armed Force to immediately withdraw from 
the streets. This is supposed to be a democracy, not a military junta. The military should stay away 
from protesters. The limited role of the Armed Forces under Section 218 of the 1999 Nigerian 
Constitution has been desecrated by the Buhari regime in a shameful attempt to crush dissent and 
quell the patriotic voices of young people who are disenchanted by long years of police brutality, 
corruption and impunity. 

President Buhari should immediately address the nation, fire the Inspector General of Police, and along 
with the governors, urgently attend to all the demands of the protesters. Protesters are urged to 
continue to protest peacefully and remain law abiding, without sacrificing their constitutional right to 
self-defense as enshrined in Section 33 of the Nigerian Constitution. 

Whilst at it, it is quite unfortunate that the respective Chairs of the Economic Community of West 
African States and the African Union, His Excellencies Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo and Cyril 
Ramaphosa have not issued any viable release in this heinous matter to publicly mention any concrete 
solution to addressing this mammoth criminality. The leadership of these respective leaders is 
connected to remaining accountable to indigenes in the sub regional bloc and not to a select few which 
is key to this matter in our dear Nigeria since many are of the huge expectation of the involvement of 
these regional and continental organisations in ensuring that matters are brought to ease by 
dialoguing with His Excellency Mahamadou Buhari, President of Nigeria in finding effective solutions 
to ending these brutalities and massacre. 

Like the Good Book rightly avers in 1 Corinthians that “All things are lawful unto me, but all things are 
not expedient to me”. It is noteworthy that these leaders are not bound by any law to address anyone 
in these raging matters but it is prudent and expedient to calm these tensions by voicing the positions 
and solutions the continental and sub-regional bodies intend to implement to restore peace and order 
like in the Malian situation which adds to the quintessence and outlook of leadership within the 
corridors of Africa.  

 

#ENDSARS     #ENDPOLICEBRUTALITIES    #ENDBADGOVERNANCE   #ENDPOCKETLEADERSHIP 

 

Service to GOD and Africa. 
 

A CHECK ON GOVERNANCE WITH INTEGRITY 
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